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persons,, knights, d'illonque come a luy le nosmes de Sir John
and Sir Will, que est done al ascun Clerks a cest jour fuit derive
quel opinion Coke Attorney-General applaud disont que fueront
milites caelestes et milites terrestres." It is proper to mention
here that all the reports have been diligently searched for this
case of Holcraft and Gibbons, in hopes of finding some further
illustration, but without success.

The charter then above-mentioned appears upon further en-
quiry to have been the foundation charter of Reading Abbey*
and to have been granted by Henry I. in 1125, The words of it
referred to by Chief Justice Popham, and upon which he founded'
his opinion, are as follow : " Nee faciat milites nisi in sacra veste
Christi, in qua parvulos suscipere modeste caveat. Matures
autem seu discretes tarn clericos quam laicos provide suscipiat."
This passage is likewise cited by Selden in his notes upon Eadmer,
p. 206, and to illustrate the word " clericos " he refers to
Mathew Paris for an account of a priest called John Gatesdene5
who was created a knight by Henry III. but not until after he had
resigned all his benefices, " as he ought to have done," says the
historian, who in another place relating the disgrace of Peter de
Rivallis, Treasurer to Henry III. (see p. 405, edit. 1640,) has
clearly shown how incompatible it was that the clergy should bear
arms, as the profession of a knight required; and as a further
proof may be added' the well known story related by the same his-
torian, of Richard I. and the warlike Bishop of Beauvais. I con-
ceive that the word " clericos " refers to such of the clergy who
should apply for the order of knighthood under the usual restric-
tion of quitting their former profession; and from Selden's note
upon the passage it may be collected that this was his own opi-
nion ; or it may possibly allude to those particular knights who
were considered as religious or ecclesiastical, such as the knights
of the order of St. John of Jerusalem, &c. concerning whom see
Ashmole's Order of the Garter, p. 49, 51.

With respect to the custom of ecclesiastics conferring the
order of knighthood, it certainly prevailed in this country before
the conquest, as appears from Ingulphus, and was extremely
disliked by the Normans ; and therefore at a council held at
Westminster in the third year of Henry I. it was ordained, " Ne
Abbates faciant milites."" See Eadmeri Hist. 68. and Selden's
note, p. 207. However it appears that notwithstanding this pro-
hibition, which may at the same time serve to show the great im-
probability that the order of knighthood was conferred upon ec-
clesiastics, some of the ceremonies at the creation of knights still
continued to be performed by Abbots, as the taking the sword
from the altar, &c. which may be seen at large in Selden's Titles
of Honour, part ii. chap. v. and Dugd. Warw. 531, and accord-
ingly this charter, which is dated twenty-three years after the